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The TRUE

HISTORY

OF THE
Great St Athanafus,

Bifhop of ALEXANDRIA.

Resoxl T is by the moft confidering
13, Eéiﬂl Part of Mankind, look’d upon
S G I with Wonder, that the Gofpel;
osl) which at 1ts firft Appearance

i the World made fuch great’

and {peedy Conquefts over its oppofite
Powers, fhould, in thefe latter Ages, be:
fo far from making fuch large Strides,
yea, or the leaft Step of farther Progrefs,
that it hath been driven out of all the
Faftern Provinces it had gain’d. But if,
on the other Side, they would give them-
felves Time to refle®, that the Modern
Gofpel differs as much from the Primi- -
tive in its Dodrines, as it doth in its

B SUC-
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Succefles : If it be {o chang’d, that were
any Apoftle to return into the World,
he would be fo far from owning, that
he would not be able to underftand it s
the Change of God’s Providence in fuch
a Change of the Gofpel, ought to admo-
nith us to turn our Zeal againft thofe {e-
cond Caufes; which, as they have pro-
vok’d our Lord to divorce himfelf from
his Churches, {o did they encourage and
impower that falfe and lewd Impoftor -
Mabomet to feduce and ruin them.

The Faith which at firft prevail’d over
the World, was no lefs fuitable to the
Niture, thah to the Needs of Mankind.
That every Man needed a Mediator be-
tween a holy God and himfelf, every
Man’s own guilty Confcience convinc’d
him 5 that the Son of God came into the
World to perform that neceflary Ofhice,
promifing Pardon and everlafting Life to
thofe that would belicve in him as fuch,
was a Dodtrine {o ealy to the Underitand-
ing, {o welcome to the Defires, and {o
obligingly offer’d, that as {oon as it
courted the World, 1t won upon 1it.

- But had the Apoftles brought the mo-
dern Gofpel either to the learned Greeks
ot rude Barbarians ; told them, that God
had fent his Son into the World to fave
them that would believe him that he
was fuch, and not only the Son, but

that he was alfo the Father himfelf, and
the
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the other new impos’d Articles of Faiths
in the Athanafian Polytherm 3 fhould
they then have open’d therr Packs of
impertinent Myfteries, declar'd that
fome Men thereto firft qualify’d by a
few Words, fhould afterwards, by other
five Words, turn a bit of Bread into the
Body of God, the Creator of Heaven and
Earth, according to the Athanafian Do-
&rine, which himf{elf and others muft
firft worfhip, and then eat, &c. If fuch
Stuff as this had been preach’d, and {uch
Credulity as cannct be juftify’d from
Folly and Nonfenfe, made the Condition
whereon Men muit hope to be juftify’d
from all their Sins; what confidering
Man would not rather ftick to the Reli-
cion of his Fathers, whatever it were,
than change it for one {o much worfe ?
Thou (balt have no other Gods but me, -
{aith God himfelf in the Words of the
tirft Commandment : And again, by the
Prophet Hofea xul. 4. Thou [balt know no
God but me. 'The f{ame plain Truth is as
exprefly deliver’d in the New Teftament,
Mark xi1. 52. There is One God, and there
is none other but He y 1 Cor. ville 4. There
is None other God but One ; Gal, iil. 20.
God is One. This theretore is the Scrip-
ture Propofition, That there is no other
God but One, or that God is One. But to
this fome Novelifts have oppos’d a con-

trary Propofition, That there is more than
B2 One,
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One, who is God, or that God is Three.
There 15, {ay they, a Father, his Son,
and a Holy Spirit, diftin& from both,
cach of which 15 God, and 2 God.
Now fince the firft of thefe Pronofiti-
ons has been judgd by God himfelf to
be {o 1mportant, and fo neceflary to be
believ’d and profefs’d, that He has made
it the very firft of his Commandments
to-Men ; and f{ince the otheris inconfi-
ftent with 1t, and contradittory to 1t, we
muft have as clear 2 Commandment and
Revelation from God, to believe and pro-
tefs the {fecond (w hich is to {uppofe, that
God can make contrary Revelations con-
cerning an unchangeable Truth) as ’tis
evident we once had for the firff: And
we the rather demand this, becaufe thofe
whom the Novelifts have fuperadded to
the One true God, are in Holy Scripture
as plainly deny’d to be Gods, or God,
as the Father 1s afirm’d to be that One
true God @ Mark x. 18, Why callefl thou
me Good (faith our Lord C/m/?) there is
none Gooa fm*e One, thar is God. Fpbel.
1. 4,5, 6. There is one Spirit, one Hope,
ene Lord, one Faith, ane Baptifm, one God
and Fatber of all, who is above all. In the
hrlt of thele Texts, the Lord Chrift denieth
himfelf to be God, in the other, the one
spirit, and the one Lord bemg without
doubt the Holy Ghoft or Spirit, and the
-pord Chrift, and they being here diftin-
gm{hd
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guifh’d from and oppofed to the One God,
*tis- cvident, they arc as much deny’d to
be the One God, as'the one Hope, one
Faith, or one qutlﬁn qare denyd to be
that OHL, God.

The Truth is, the Holy Scriptures are
{o copious and plain 1n this Matter, that
the - more learned Trinitarians counfefs,
That the Docrine of the Trinity 1s not
founded on the Scriptures, but on the
Tradition of the Church ; {o {ay all the
Eatholick Do&ors. Some of them have
not fcrupled to own, That this Do&rine
is contrary to Reafon, and that fuch as
have pretended to prove it by Scripture,
Buo ar tzﬁcza vincuntur, are beaten at their
own Weapon by their Adverfaries the
Unitarians, 1o {aith D, Petavius, the moft
Jearned Writer of the molt learned
@rder.

- Thus the Trinitarians owning them-
felves that the Scriptures are not fo fa-
vourable to them as to their Adverfarjes,
and not being able exprefly to deny the
Scriptures ; yet what 1s next to it, they
elude the plamneft Texts by Scholaﬂzlck
and Metaphyfical Subtilties: and then
framing their Creeds out of thefe laft,
they abfolutely refufe a Subfcription to
the Scriptures, and require Men to {ub-
{cribe and fwear to thofe Creeds that are
contrary to the firft Commandment of

Scrlpture to the Apoftles Creed, and to
that
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that' fhort Creed which the zealous and:
taithful St. Paul gave to the Romans, ex-
clufive of all Carnal Rites or Ordinances,
anid yet 1nclufive of Salvation, where none
of thofe weak and beggarly Elements to which
Jye defire again to be in Bondage, Gal. iv. 9.
are made the Terms of our being {av’d,
or the Motives of our Zeal for the Truth
of God. The great St. Paul tells us, Rom.
X. 9.. If thou [balt confefs with thy Mouth
the Lord Sefus, and (halt believe in thine
Heart, that God bas raifed him from the
dead, thou [balt be [aved. Here are but few
Words, a fhort Sentence, as.it were; but
the Promife 1s full and ‘great, viz. the
Salvation of ocur Souls. Here is requir’d
our conféfiing the Lord Fefus, {o as to
bow down under his Power ; a beleving;
in the Heart, that God rais’d him from.
the Dead, that we through the Faith of;
the Operation of the Great God of Hea-
ven and Earth, may alfobe rais’d up with |
him to the Pofleflion of eternal Life.
As this 1s a Truth beyond all Contra-
diction, great muft be the Atbanafian Un-.
charitablenefs.and Prefumption, who have
taken other Meafures, .and {et another
Rule of Chriftianity, than ¥efis and his
Apoftles gave. This fincere Confeflion;
contented Chriff and his Apoftles ; but it
will not fatisfy thofe that yet pretend to%
believe them ; ’twas enough then for 2

Miracle and Salvation, but it goes for lit-
- tle

J
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tle or nothing now. A Man may fincere-
“ly believe this, and be {tigmatiz’d for a
Schifmatick, an Heretick, and an Atheift;
gut [ may fay (as Chrift did to the Fews
m another Cafe) from the Beginning it was
ot [o. |
. The moft famous of their Creeds is that
of St. Athanafiusy 1will fay fomething of
the Creed, and then of the Man. |
; As to the Creed, the latter Ages, dif-
puting the Queftion in the Schools with
Jefs Heat, but more Subtilty, have deter-
‘ghin’d the Queftion quite otherwife than
 dthanafius had done : For thus in his Dia-
logue on this fubjett: The Divine Nature
35 common to Fatber, Son, and Holy Ghoft,
45 the Human Nature is common to Peter,
Jdames, and John; and when the Adver-
Jry objedts, that then Father, Son, and
Holy Ghoft muft be three Gods, as Perer,
Sames, and Fobn are three Men ; he de-
‘pieth that Peter, Fames, and Fobn are
three Men, if they be of one Mirnd, be-
caufe then they are one in the Lord 3 but
4 -Heathen, a Few, and a Chriftian are
‘three Men, becaufe of three feveral Minds.
"And with a nearer Refemblance headdeth,
itpe Fatber, Son, and Holy Ghoft, are 4s Bifhop,
‘Brieft, and Deacon y bur Bifbop, Prieft, and
'"Deaion are ipev'om, {o therefore are Father,
§on, and Holy Ghoeft. Athan. Didl. de

PN,
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. At this rate a Heathen may by theE
iame Rule juttify Polytheifi, providea}'
his Gods difagree not among{t them{elves.
The School-men therefore wiil not ftand.
to this State of the Queftion, but diftin-
guith between Perfon and Suppofitum ra-
tionale ; which (yet) they cannot {fo do
as to fatisfy themfelves, and therefore
fhelter themfelves in their 1mpregnable:
Fort, Myflery, and thence thunder upon
the Adverfaries both of this and of ano-
ther no lefs belov'd Myftery: For they
make=this their Cock-argument for Tran-
fubftantiation, That fince the Scripture 15
no lefs exprefs for the one than the o-
ther, and the Contradictions no lefs grofs
in the one than in the other, therefore.
we muft embrace the one as well as the]
other. ' 5
Now fuch Dod&rines as thefe may be
profefs’d by the Roman Political Church,
becaufe 1t gives Countenance to their o-
ther Abfurdities, and cunning Traditions
added to Scripture; by which they have
gain’d confiderable Veneration, and con-
{fequently Dominion and Riches to their
Clergy : But in a Reform’d Church,
where the Scripture 1s held to be a com-
pleat Rule of Faith and Manners, and
alfo to be clear and plain in all Things
neceflary to Salvation, even to the mean-
cft Underftanding, that reads it or hears
it with Sobriety or Attention ; fuch 2

Con-
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Confefion of Faith muft be look’d upon
intolerable, as being utterly inconfiftent
with thofe Principles, and reducing us

iback to the Roman Rondage.
¢ St. Paul gives this his Apoftolick Rule

ito the Bithop and Minifters of the Gofpel,
That they fhould beld faft the Form of found
\Words, in Faith and Love, which is in
Fefus Chrift, 2 Tim. 1. 13, and Chap. 1v.
6

By bolding faft, T underftand not to de-
viate or depart from 1t in any Meafure :
For by prevaricating from ih's Rule, thefe
‘Errors and Schifms, and heterodux Opi-
nions have been brought into the Church,
‘to the great Prejudice of Chriftianity.
Men have had Liberty to fow Tares a-
mong ft the good Wheat, and Darknefs and
Night have gradually encreas’d, " and
{pread over the holy Religion of our Lord
and Saviour Fefis Che2fl.  And under this
Veil of firangeWords, Metaphors, Figures,
and Barbarifms, Men have introduc’d their
own Fitions, inftead of the Trath of the
Word ; and preach’d up their own Imagie
nations, Thoughts, [nventions. and Do-
&rines, inftead of the {aving Doctrine of
the Gofpel. What are thefe foreign
Words, fuch as Clergy, Confeffion to Prizfts,
Eucharift, God-fathers and  God-mothers,
Hypoftatick Union, Laity, Litany. Liturgy,
Pardons, Penance, Purgatory. Sactaments,

Trinity, with many other like Words,
C not
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ot fo much as once ufed in Scripture,
or by any of the primitive Chriftians
but Words and Terms invented by
Men eftrang’d from the Truth, in the
dark Night of Apoftacy, which over-
whelm’d the Chriftian World 5 borrow’d
from Heathen and Popifh Authors, and
rak’d out of the Cages of fuch unclean
Birds, to the almoft effacing the facred
Face of Truth, which fhin'd with ex-
ceeding Splendor and Glory in the pri-
mitive Chriftiamity. The holy Apoftles
and primitive Mintfters of Fefus Chrifl,
divulg’d and preach’d the Gofpel in its
full Extent and Latitude, difcovering the
exceeding Richies of the Grace of God,
without any of thele barbarous, borrow’d,
and ob{cure Terms. They could preach
Fefus without any of that Rubbifh, and
why fhould not the Minifters of Fefus
Chrift do the {ame ftill? Is the Face of
Truth alter’d? Is the Gofpel chang’d ? Ts
the Way of declaring and preaching it
become a new Thing, that they fhould
not rather ufe the Words which the Holy
Ghoft teaches 2 For what Reafon is the
[ntrodu&ion of this Darknefs and No-
velty in ‘cur holy Religion, unlefs it be
to obfufcate or hide the Truth, darken
its Light and Splendor, induce Doubts
and Errors into the Underftanding, and
keep Mankind m Ignovance, {o as to be

always learning, tut never able to come
10
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to the Kowledge of the Truths This is
s Confideratien worthy the Thoughts of
all {uch as love the Lord Yefus Chriff, and
are affeted with the Holinefs and Purity
?@f the Gofpel, that they may avoid the
‘Snare, and not be taken in the Net, which
the Enemy of Man’s Soul has {pread in
the Way to eternal Life.

- If any Man teach etherwife, and con-
fent not to wholefome Words, even the
Words of our Lord Sefus Chrift, and to
the Doftrine which is according to Godli-
nefs, be is proud, knowing nothing, but
doting abour Queltions and Strife of Words,
whereof comes Envy, Strife, Railings, evil
Surmifings, perverfe Difputings of Men of
corrups Minds, and  deflitute of Truth,
1 Tim. vl 3, 4 And the Apoftle advifes
Titus to bold faft the faithful Word as
be bad been taught, that be might be able,
by found Dilirine, both to exbort and con-
- wince the Gainfayers, Tite 1. g,

The Apoftle Perer has al{o told us, thar
no Prophecy of Scripture is of any private
Interpretation, becanfe it came not. by the
WVill of Many bur boly Men of God {peak as
tney were moved by the Holy Ghoft, 2 Pet. 1.
10, 21. -
~ If the private Interpretations of Men

about the Meaning of the Scripture be
once admitted, there will then be no End
of their various Meanings and Prevarica-

#1ons from the Truth, according to the
(2 Sug-
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Suggeftions of each Mn’s corrupt and de-
prav’d Mind : I {ay, if this be once ad-
mitted, where then fhall we {et un- our
Reft ? How eafily may Apoftates and falfe
Teachers introduce their erroneous Opi-
nions and falle Doltrines ; make Preva-
rications from the Truth ; force upon
Hearers Meanings, not according te God-
linefs; which cherifh Licentioufnefs and
evil Works, and indulge their darling
and belov’d Sins ?

But this fhall fuffice concerning St.
Athanafius’s Creed, which Vofius de Tri-
bus Symbolis, Carnerarius, and Ell, du Pin
i hus Bibe des Aut. Ecclef. do ingenuoufly
“confefs was drawn up by God knows
who, above {ix hundred Years after that
Age, in which Time a profound Igno-
rance had overfpread Chriftendom ; how-
ever, the Eaflern Churches would never
own 1t, no, not at this Day.

Now, as to the Great St. Aibarafius him-
[elf his firft Preferinernt was Deacon to
Alexander Bithop of Alexandria . which,
as the Difcipline of the Church then was,
is as much as now to {ay the Bifhop’s
Min. Accordingly he waited on his Ma«
fter to the Nicene Council, which -affem-
bled to judge of the Queftions between
Arius and the {a1d Alexander. In this
Gouncil Athanafius, fometimes interpofing,
was noted to -talk both fo 1mpertinently
and fo.erroncoufly, .that .the .Counci
e - thought
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‘thought fit to check him, and cenfure his
‘Heterodoxy.
4 When the Council was ended, Alexan-
#ler return’d to dlexandria, where he died
jin the Year 326. The See of dlexandria,
ithe fecond 1n the World for Authority
and Riches, being thus vacant, there was
‘a long Contention by feveral Competitors
¥or the Succeflion; and the People were
{o wearled with Expedtation, that at
Length a Part of the Rabble cry’d up
YAthanafius  and he and they getting into
tthe Church of St. Dionyfius, forc’d two
Bifthops there and then (being the Night-
itime) to ordain him Bifhop of the Patri-
‘archal See of Alexandyia.
. The Bithops of Egypt, who were con-
iven’d on this Occafion to Alexandria, and
iwithout whofe Approbation no Elettion
‘to the Patriarchal or Metropolitan See
-was valid, by the Canons and Cuftoms
immemorial of the Catholick Church
the Bifhops (I fay) of Egypt not only dif-
approv’d this Ele&ion and Ordination,
‘but immediately anathematiz’d dthanafius.
But dthanafius and -his Homoufians were
‘too crafty for the honeft and legal Party s
For they prefently difpatch’d a Meflenger
.and Letter to the Emperor Conflantine, in
which they notify to him the Election of
Athanafius by the Alexandrians, and pray
his Majefty’s Ratification thereof. Con-
flantine knowing nothing of Atkdnﬂﬁug
‘ : ‘. oo all
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atid thinking the Letter to be written by
Conient and Diretion of fuch as had the
Right of Ele@ion, approv’d by his Let-
ters again the Election of Athanafins by
the Alexandrians, and orders him to be
own’d Bithop and Patriarch of Alexandria,
Atbanafins immediately prefents the Impe-
rial Letters to the Viceroy or Governor
of Eeypt, and efpecially to his Oppofers,
who durft now make no farther Words
of the Matter, Thus, as was {aid of
one Of_ the POpeS, Intravit 11 Vi'tfpe; : But
how did he govern? Why, he out-did
the reft of that Pope’s Charalter, Regna-
vit 1t Leo.

Firft, he procur’d the Governor to force
the People to hear him, and to commu-
nicate with him. He put feveral of the
Alexandriaii Clergy 1nto Prifon, and even
into Irons.  He beat {fome of the Egyprian
Bithops with his Fifts: He came into the
Churches of others, where he broke the
Altar and Communion-Cup, burnt the
Common Bible, and (finally) demolifh’d
the Church 1t {eif. He depos’d {ome
Bifhops, and put into their Room Perfons
who had been degraded for their fagiti-
ous Lives by his Predeceflors. He con-
fpir'd with one Philumenus againit the
Fmperor, and confulted how to {top the
yearly Fleet of Corn from Egypt, on which
the Armies and Conflantinople depended :

He committed Fernication, and that
with
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osith 2 Nun. Thefe, and abundance of
he like and great Enormities, provok’d
‘at length the Bifhops of Egppt to write
g0 Eufehins, Archbithop of Nicomedia, to
wpply the Reln_edy pqud,{id by the Ca-
dons, a Councll of Bihups. (Vide the
d_ctters of Eufe&fz{.r and Theognis to the
F.peror Conflantine, &c. Sozom. Lib, 2.
§8 Socrat. lib. 1. cap. 35, 30,
* Hereupon a Council was call’'d at Cefu-
¢ia, and the fore-mention’d Crimes were
gworn againft Athanafius by the Clergy
pf Alexandria and Bifhops of Egypr. The
MNames of {fome of the Bilhops were thefe;
&ufion, Eudernon, Callinicus, Ifchyras, Euplus,
;}?zzcbomiw, Ifaac, Achilles, Hermeon, Ada-
yantins, Arbathion, Annuvion, Peter, Theo-
dorus.
+ The Council fummon’d Atbanafius to

%ppear, and to an{wer concering the

fManner of his Eleftion, and to the ob-
geCted Irregularities ; but he, knowing his
%}uilt, thank’d them for their Love, and
ftaid at Home: Therefore the Council
petition’d Conflantine to command Athana-
fins to prefent himfelf to the Conncil,
swhich he appointed to be held at Zyre the
mext Year, being the Year after Chrift
333

" At TyreAthanafius appear'd, and brought
*‘with him {ome Bifhops of the Homonfion
Faction: He deny’d all that had been ob-
jeéted to him, and hird a Whore to atf:-
- * cufe
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cufe Eufebius, Prefident of the Council, of

Fornication with hery but Eufebius in-

trapp’d and convinc'd her in fuch Man-

ner, as Dr. Sherlock (out of the Lives of!
Dr. Cave) has afcrib’d to Athanafius, ln‘
pag. 31 of his Vindication. So many Ac-—
cufations were daily brought into the
Council againft Arhanafius, that the Fa-
thers thought fit to fearch into the very
Bottom of Athanafus’s Matters; and theres
fore fent a Deputation of fix B1fhops into
Egypt,with Ifchyras his Accufer,(and whofe,
Challce he had broken) to inform them-|
{felves by Sight, and from the Mouths off
all Perfons concern’d, about the Ele&ion
and whole Carriage of Athanafrus. Thele
came back loaded with fuch and fo many*
Accufations, charg’d by Oath on Athana-|
fius, that the Counc1l gave dentence a-E
gamﬁ him, That he had {lighted the Em-
Peror’s Orders and had made the Affem- |
bly watt for him in an indecent Manner : |
That he came to Tyre with a great Multl-'
tude of People, and endeavour’d to make .

a Difturbance there: That he had for*
fome Time refus’d to purge himfelf of! I
the Crimes laid to his Charge, and utter’d |
Injuries to divers Bifhops : That he would }
- not {ubmit to their Judgment : That he%
was convicted of breaking a Chalice, by

the Informations made againft him at A- |
lexandria : Whereupon the Council, for |

the Honour of the Chriftian Name, and |
to |
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to purge the Church of fuch a Scandal,
firft Synodically declar’d his Ele&ion and
Ordination void, and then order’d that
he thould no longer live at Alexandria, to
infc the Place.

What fhould a loft Man do? His def-
perate Cafe admits of nothing but a def-
perate Remedy; and however that hap-
pens to fucceed, he cannot be worfe of it
than he is: Thercfore Athanafius takes
Polt for Cm%/?m:tf?mpfe.l applies him{clf to
{ome great Courtiers of the Homoufian
Fa&ion, and by them reprefents to the
Enperor Conflantine, that the Council of
Tyre was wholly driau; that they had
believ’d all Things agamft him, merely
out of Hatred to him for his Zeal to the
Nicene Faith 5 that therefore it was rea-
{onable his Caufe {hould be heard before
{ome other Judge or Judges.

Conflanmtine, willing to do Juftice, and
defirous alfo to find Athanafius nnocent,
becaufe himfelf was a1 Homoufian, calls
the Caufe to his own hearing, fummons
the Wirnefles on both Sides, and begins
the whole Caufe anew, being aflifted by

2 Council of Bithops, whom he call’d to
Conftantinople. But both he and the Coun-
cil having heard the Accufers, and the
Defence made by Athanafirs and  his
Friends, he not only approvid the Sen-
tence of the Council of Tyre, but banifh’d

Athanafius to Treves in Germany. It was
D thought
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thought it thould feem he could do leaft
Hurt in this City, he being a Greek, and
the City Latin and German, diftant from
Alexandriz wore than two thoufand Miles,
and the utmoft Border of the Roman Em-
pire on the barbarous Nations. Sozom.
lib. 2. 28. Socrat. lib. 1. cap. 35, 36.

From this Time forward Conflantine
became an Unitarian:, for having difco-
ver’d {o much Wickednefs 1n the chief
Afferter of the Nicene Faith, he began
more firi¢tly to examine the Reafons of
that Faith, and finding them invalid, and
that all Antiquity was on the other Side,
hefore he died he made Profeflion of the
Unitarian Dolrine, and was baptiz’d by
Eufebius of Nicomedia, principal of the
Unitarians. The Baptifm and Death of
Great Conflantine happen’d in the Year -
237, Vid. Eufeb. in Vit. Conflant, &c.

As for Eufebius, he alfo was by Church-
men call’d The Great, for his Piety, Mi-
racles, and fuch a Sweetnefs and Dexte-
rity in Bufinefs, that he livid and died
Chief Minifter for Ecclefiaftical Affairs
to the Emperors Conflantine and Conftan-
tins. In the Perfon of this Eufebius ceas’d
the Power of Miracles 1n the Chriftian
‘Church. There was at the {ame Time
another Fufebius, an Unitarian allo, Arch-
bithop of Cefariay he is call’d The learied
Eufebius, and 1s Author of the celebrated

Ecclefiaflical Hiflory, and other Works. .
Cujus
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Cujus erudito nomini et olim et hodie af-
[furgit votus pene Orbis literarius, {aith the
{ate Author of the Hifforia Literaria Scrip-
torum Ecclef. p. 129, But to return from
thefe admirable Men to the no lefs ad-
mirable St. dihanafius.

Conflantine the Great was {ucceeded by
his three Sons, Conflantine, Conflans, and
Conftantius : Conflantine had for his Share
France, Spain, and Great Britain ; Conffans
had Italy, Sicily, and Africay, Conftantius
had A4fie, Egypt, Greece, and Part of Illyri-
cum.  Of thefe Conflantine and Conflans in
the Weft were Homoufians i Conflantins
in the Ezff was an Unitarian. 1 {aid the
two firlt were Homoufrans i 1 ufle that
Term, becaufe there was yet no fuch
Thing as a Trinitarian, the Divinity of
the Holy Ghoft not being vet believ’d by
any. Upon the Death of Grear Conflan-
tine, all banifh’d Men (by the accuftom’d
Clemency of new Princes) were permit-
ted to return to their Homes: therefore
Athanafius allo return’d to Alexandria.
But he behav’d himfelf {o much worfe
than ever, that the Alexandrians wrote to
Conftantius, humbly and moft earneltly
petitioning, that Atbanafars might be er-
ther put to Death, or banilh’d. Upon
this Conftantins call’d a Conncl at Anti-
och, in the Year 341, at which were pre-
fent ninety-nine Bifhops ; thefe again de-

Do priv’d
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privid Athanafins, and fubftituted in his
Room Gregorius.

Athanafius fi:d to Rome, to Pope Fulins,
where 'tis faid he wrote his Creed, which
lte prefented to a Council fitting there ;
vet Baronins {avs, that that Creed was not
publif’d *till 2bove three hundred Years
after, in the Tolztan Council , 10T can any
one tell us whut that Creed was. -

Pope Fulins, being a great Afferter of
the Nicene Fuith. wrote to the Bifhops of
the Eaft, that Athanafius might return to
his Epifcoval Charge at Alexandria. The
Eaftern Bithops therefore conven’d to Anti-
och,and return’d Anfwer, That they were
“very forry fulins thould take Part with
“Maurdercrs, Demolifhers of Churchies,
“ Corrupters of holv Virgins, Robbers of
“ the Church Plate, Inventers of un-ferip-
“tural Words and Forms 1n Marters of
“ Faith, Traitors to the Emperor and to
“ their Native Country’; they faid, the
whole Eqft was Witnefs of thefe Things,
and therefore defir’d Fulius not to tranf-
orels the Canons of the Church, by re-

ceiving or favouring {fuch Perfons.

In the mean Time the Homenfian Bro-
thers, Conftantine and Conftans, tall out :
Conftantine was vanquifh’d and kill'd, and
Conflans immediately feiz’d his Part of the
F.umpire, and added it to his own 5 fo now
Conflans was Emperor of the whole Wef,
:ad Conflantivs of the Eaft.  Athansfius

apr!=-*d
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apoly’d himfelf to Conftans, tells him,
that he had {uffer’d {o much and {o long
for the Nicene Faith thatall the reft was
Calumny invented by Adverfaries, and
peliev'd 1n the Councils becaufe the Fa-
thers were Arians; and therefore prays
that he may be reftor’d to his See and
Authority. Conflans upon this writes to
his Brother Conflantius, that a Council
might be held at Sardica in Dlyricum, that
fhould confift of the Bifhops both of the
Eaft and Wefl.  Accordingly a Council is
call’d there, Anno 347. The Weflern Bi-
fhops arriv’d firft, and knowing the Mind
of Conflans, took Athanafius, and all other
depos’d and excommunicated Bifhops into
LCouncil with them, and even communi-
¢ated alfo with them, contrary to the

anonis of the univerfal Church. There-
tgre, when the Eaflern Bithops arriv’d, be--
ore they would enter into the Seflions
Place, they defir'd of the Weflerns, that
Hthanafis and other condemn’d Perfons
might withdraw, and not fit in Council
3s Judges, or as having Right of Suffrage,
‘il they fhould be legally and juridicially
reitor’d.  But the Weflern Bifhops having
¢gommitted a Fault, refolv’d to {tand in
it; and accordingly anfwer, That they
Xriew no Fault by Atbanafius and the reft,
nd therefore would not remove them
rom their Seflion. The Eaflerns reply’d,

ihat then the Eaffern Bithops would hold
a

L
r
gf:*-ﬁd-l‘&-%m
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a Council by themfelves, and admonifh
the Weflerns.

Firft, That it was contrary to Canon
and Cuf’com that an Easftern Bithop (as
Athanafius confeifedly was) fhould be

judg’d by any but Eafferns.
Secondly, That it was flrange they

{hould know no Fault by Arbmmf s,
whom all the World knew to ftand de.
privid by the Councils of Tyre, Conflanti
nople, and Antioch, and by Great Con
ftantine.

Th1rdly,ThatAtbmmf 1s would not hawe
dar’d to appeal from thefe Sentences
but that his Perfon and the Proofs of hi
Crimes were unknown to the Weftern B
fhops, and many of his principal Accufer!
either {o far diftant in Place, that the&
could not be call’d, or after fo leng Tim
(twelve Years) wholly withdrawn b
Death., Notwithitanding

Fourthly, They offer’ d that a Deputy
tion of Weftern and Eaffern Bithops fhoulj

be {ent into Egypt, to examine all Matte:
afrelh, And whereas fix Bifhops ha
been formerly deputed by the Tyrias
Council, and had brought back the Teﬁls
monies and Evidences of the Cnmep
charg’d on Athanafius, five of thefe Bi
fhops (the fixth being dead) offer’d to bj
condemn’d and depriv'd, without appeal
ing either to the E.mperor or to a Cour
~...1l if the new deputed Bifhops (tha

fhoul
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thould be appointed by the Weflern as
well as the Eaftern Bithops, and fhould
confift of both) did not confirm the whole
Charge formerly brought out of Egypr,
and on which Athanafius was condemn’d
by Grear Conflantine, and by the Tyrian
and Coyzﬁmztf?wpalimn Councils, |
But the Weflern Bithops knew the Mind
of the Emperor Conflans, and therefore
refus’d this and all other Offers; nay,
they proceeded fo far, as to procure a
menacing Letter from Conflans to the
Eaftern Bifhops, to terrify them into a
hdmpliance with him and with the
EVqﬂerm. But the Letter had no Effect

uipon them. ..
For the Eaftern Bithops aflembled in
ouncil in a Place by themfielves, and
nrotefted againft the Weftern Conventicle,
s made up (for the moft Part) of Per-
ons uncapable of Seflion or Vote in
Council : Afterwards they declar’d Fu-
lins of Rome, Paulus of Conftantinople,
thanafius of Alexandria, Hofius of Cor-
uba, excommunicate and depos’d, and
wrote an Encyclical Letter of all therr
Decrees to all Bithops and Churches, The
roceedings of the FEaffern Bithops, and
heir Offers and Reafons, had been {o fair
nd clear, that all Men were fatisfy’d
ith them, and therefore all the Churches
very wherc own’d the Eaflern Bithops to
e the true and only Council of Serdica.
Even

|

|
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Fven St. Auﬂm does more than once pro-
fels, that he knew no other Council of
Sardica, but that of the Arians': For he
was (1t Thould feem) afham’d to call that

Convention of Weflern Bithoos (who had
obferv’d no Conciliary Method, and had

trampled upon all the Canons) a Coun-
cil.

For all this, the TVeffern Bithops went
on in their Defgn or rather the Def'gm
of thicir Emperor Conflans, which was to
pick a Quarrel with his Brother Conftan-
tins. They reftor’d all the depos’d and
excommunicated Bifhops, and chiefly 4-
thanafins; and made thofe famous De
crees and .Canons, on which all learned
Men know that the Supremacy of the‘
Bithops of Rome 1s folely founded, and
whlch from that Time forward, the Bi-
fhops of Rome have ever pI"l&lSd So
hat at the {ame Time thefe Fathers re-
{tor’d Atbanafies, they {et up Anti-Chrift.
I challenge all his Vindicators to deny,
(1f they can) that the Pope’s Supremacy
was firft decree’d and ordain’d by - this
Sardican Conventicle of Weftern Bifhops,
that reftor’d dihanafius 5 and confequent-
ly, that Popery and Az‘bmmf anifm were 11-
troduc’'d at the {ame Time, and by the
{ame Perfons.

This Conventicle having done what

theix Mafter requir'd of them, Conflans
| not
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not long after wrote this complemental
Brothetly Letter to Conflantius,

“ dAthanafius has prov'd, that the Bi-
“ thoprick of Alexandria belongeth of
“ Right to him: Therefore let him be
“ by you reftor’d, or I will reftore him

“ by Arms.

Conflantiys being at that Time engag’d
with the Perfians, judg’d it not for the
Safety of his Empire, to have to do at
the fame Time with them and with his
Brother, and therefore agreed that Arha-
nafius thould return to Alexandria. 'The
next Year (being Anno 350 after Chrilt)
God rais’d up an Enemy to Conffans , for
Magnentins flew him, and poflefs’d him-
felf of the Weffern Ewmpire. DBut Anno
353, the Emperor Conflantins, in Revenge
~ of his Brother, fought and overcame
Magnentius, and made himfelf abfolute
Lord both of the E«ff and Wefl Empires.
The fame Year a Council was held at
Arlesy 1n which Athanafius was again con-
demn’d. And in the Year 355, the Coun-
cil of Milan, confifting of three hundred
Bithops, did alfo condemn Athanafius and
his few Adherents. So Arbanafius tled
from Alexandria, and St. George was ap-
pointed by the Council to fucceed him.

E This
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~ This i3 that St.George, the Honorary
Saint of England, whofe Anniverfary-Day

1s here kept on April 23. Some of our
late Kings have chofen to be crown’d

on this Day. The Sovereign, and Knights
of the moft noble Order of the Garter, are
from him call’d Kuights of St. GEORGE,
Many honourable Families of this and
other Nations, are {furnam’d from him.
His Memory 15 yet {o famous over all the
Eqft, that the very Turks do honour him
as an Hero and Saint, by the Name of
Gergess He died a Martyr under the
Reign of ¥ulian the Apoftate.

St. George was born a Gentleman, and
was in his younger Years a Soldier ; and
having been a brave Officer, was in Time
of Peace advanc’d to be Treafurer of the
Imperial Exchequer at Conflantinople. He
is commonly pictur’d on Horfeback, arm’d
and fighting with a Dragon in Defence of
a Virgin Lady, becaufe, when he was a
Tribune or Colonegl, he had refcued a
Maiden Lady from a Dragon with his
Spear and Sword. But this Popifh Le-
gend has been ridicul’d fuficiently by the
learned Men in {everal Ages; who fay,
that this Part of St. George’s Story is only
a Moral, and that this Victory was ob-
tain’d by St. George in his old Age. The
Dragon ({fay they) was Athanafius, and
the Virgin was the Chureh of Alexandria,

which he by his Eloquence, Learning,
and



[ 27 ]

and Piety, defended from the venomonz
and mortal Breath and Corruptions of /-
thanafius : Wherefore ’tis the more to be
lamented, that thefe Corruptions fhould
{o far prevail over the Reafon of this
Nation, who having made Choice of this
Great St. George for a Pattern and Glory
to their Kingdoms, fhould thus perfecute
and anathematize one another, in Vindi~
cation of that Dragon which their Saint
had deftroy’d,

But however that be, ’tis certain our
George apply’d himfelf very hard to his
Study, after he was made Treafurer of
the Exchequer, and gain’d the Reputation
of the moft Learned of all Men of his
Time in the Trinitarian Queftions. When
therefore he came to Alexandria, {ent by
the Council of Afilan, he was receiv’d
with {fo much Honour and Refped&, that
the Emperor Conflantius was extreamly
pleas’d, and wrete a Letter to the Alex-
andrians, 1n which he calls their Bithop
the moft Venerable Georgey a2 Man (faith
he) the moft fkilful of all Mortals in
thef{e Queftions, 1n whom the noble Alex-
andrians may conhde, as in a facred An-
chor. Then the Emperor thanks them
for deferting (they are the very Words
of his Letter) that Impoftor and Conjurer
Athanafius, and for adhering to holy
George. He aflures them, he thould think
himfelf in a Fault, if he did not exceed

| B their
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their Founder, Great Alexander, 1n Kind- .
nefs to and Efteem of their Royal City,
and their Perfons. But to refume the
Hiftory of St. Athanafius and his Do-
ctrine.

In the Year 357, a General Council was
call’d at Syrmium : Here Hofius (who had
been Prefident of the Nicene Council, and
of the Sardican Conventicle ) and the other
Fathers who had compos’d the Nicene
Council, and that were Authors of the
Nicene Creed, did now make a contrary
Creed+ 1n which they forbid all Mention
of Homo-oufios, and declare that the Son
had a Beginning, and was inferlor to the
Father in Godhead, Power, and all other
Refpedts.

In the Year 359, all the Bifhops of the
World afflembled to the Council of Ari-
sminum. And whereas 1t had been hither-
to faid by {ome, that the Son i1s Homo-
oufios, (L. &) of like and equal Nature
and Subftance with the Father: By o-
thers, that he 1s Homoi-oufios ; that is,
tho’ not of equal, yet of like Nature and.
Subftance with the Father, becaufe he
has a Spiritual, and in fome Senfc a Di-
vine Naturey the Council at Ariminnum
did not think fit, that the Son fhould be
at all compar’d with God, nor yet meer
and common Creatures, and therefore re-
je&ted both Homa-m{.ﬁw, and  Homoi-ouffos,
and requird that it be only faid, The

Son
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Son is- mot a Creature like unto other
Creaturess  'This was the very Doflrine
of Arius, and {eems to have been taken
out of his Writings ; for in his Letter to
Alexander he f{aith of -the Son, * He is a
“ perfect Creature of God, but not like
“ any of the reft.” And again, “ Made, but
“ not like other Things that are made.”

But the Reader may poflibly fay, this
is-a Tale of Athanafius, {o every Way
contrary to the Vindications which have
been written 1n his Behalf, that of Ne-
ceflity one of them is not only falfe, but
a wilful Forgery, at leaft in the firlt Au-
thors ; and' ’tis not obvious, how an un-
learned Man fhould judge, with any Cer-
tainty, which of them is true and which
falfe. Ianfwer; A judicious Per{fon may
fully fatisfy himfelf without being at the
Trouble of a laborious Search. For,

Firft, The Offer of the Esflern Bithops
at Sardica, while the Emperor Conflans
was yet alive, That a new Deputation of
Bithops fhould be {ent into Egypz, and if
they found that the Depofitions brought
to the Tyrian and Conftantinopolitan Coun-
cils were 1n any Particular falfe, that
then the five furviving Bithops would be
depos’d, without appealing to Cefar, or
to 2 Council : This Offer, I fay, was fuch,
as did then {atisfy all honeft and confi-
dering Men, and in all Ages to come will

{atisfy all fuch. It al{o demonftrates the
Falfhood
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Falficod of what all his Vindicators,
from their Legendary Authors, fays
That at the Council of Milan, Can/’ tantius
drew his Sword, and {car’d the Fathers
into a Complyance For what need that,
when the Evidence againft Atb(mzzfm
was fo undemablc that Conflans and the
Conventicle of Serdica durft not fuffer
the Caufe to be re-examin’d, or permit
a Deputation of Bifhops to be fent into
Egypty but acquitted Athanafius without
any Trlal only becaufe the Emperor
Conflans wanted a Quarrel with his Bro-
ther Conflantius 2

Secondly, Who that confiders at all,
can .give Credit-to one or. two partml
Hiftorians of the Nicene Faction, and who
livid an Age after Az:bzmzzﬁm and all
thefe Counc1ls againft Conflantine the
Great, 2 Prince the moft Juft and Ho-
nourable that (perhaps) ever manag’d the
Roman Empire, and an Home-onfian (by
Confeflion of all Parties) at what Time
he condemn’d Athensfins, and banifh’d
him to Treves; alfo againft fo many and
oreat Counc1]s of learned and holy Bi-
ihops in fome of which Councils the
Preﬁdent and all the Nicene Fathers were
prefent, and confented : Laftly, Againft

Hiftorians that were contemporary to
Athanafius and to thefe Councils? We

have the Calumny of . divers of his Vin-
~ dicators,
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{dicators, that the Fathers at Ariminum
fwere in a manner ftarv'd into a Comply-
lance, which is {o falfe, that all the ancient
IHiftorians, of both Parties, witnefs, that
lthe Emperor not only bore the whole
|Charges of all the Bifhops, to and from
the Council, but alfo allow’d to each of
them a very honourable Salary during
all the Time of their being there. But
the Nicene Faith being given up at Ari-
minum by the Nicene Fathers themfelves,
it was neceflary for the Men of that Per-
{wafion, in After-ages, to devife {ome-
thing to ward off fe great a Blow, as. the
Authority of the greatelt Council that
ever wasy a Council confifting of all the
Dithops of the whole World. |
| Thirdly, Whereas this 1s the Queftion
hetween the Vindicators of Athanafius and
bhe Unitarians, Whether or no Athanafius
was as vicious in his Life, and his Do-
firine as erroneous, as it 1s {aid to be ;
nnd whether the before-mention’d Coun-
cils did freely {o judge ? I fay, this being
the Queftion, becaufe the Vindicators.
tannot deny the Matter of Fa&, That 4-
thanafius was often condemn’d by thefe
Councils, and that his and the Nicene
Doctrine was not only rejeéted, but a con-
trary Dodtrine advanc’d ;5 therefore they
pretend. that the Fathers in thefe Coun-.

ils were for the molt Part gODd; honeﬁa
: - Catholick
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Catholick Bifhops, and only aw’d into a,:
Complyance by the Emperor Conffantins,
To this I fay therefore, let thefe Gend
tlemen take their Option, either St. Atha-
naf 1115 'Was thought as guilty, and his Do-f
&rine ]udg d as erroneous, as has been hi-
therto faid ; or all thefe Gentlemens good
honeft Catholick Bithops were a Pack of
the greateft Villains in Nature, in con-
demning a Perfon whom they believ'd to
be moft innocent, and a Do&rine which
they held to be fundamental and necef-
{fary to Salvation. In a Word, thefe Vin-
dicators muft either give up their dear
Athanafius, or the Bifhops of the whole:

World, whom they pretend to have been
Catholick.

Now, having hereby given a fufﬁmenti
Relation concerning Athanafius, and the;
Countenance which he and his Doérine
found in the Catholick Church in thati
Age, I will only {ay {ome few Words
concerning the Gain which the Bifhop of
Rome allo made of the Entertainment
which he {o often gave to Arhanafius and
his Party, and then conclude.

For he thereby took Advantage to
claim a Negative 1n Councils, and after—-‘
wards the [ole Power of determmmg Con-f
troverfies out of Council. And by far-
ther Changes and Additions made fince
in the Faith of the Gofpel and the Dif-

putacities;
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putacities of Doctors thereupon, hath
thereby made an Infallible Chair appear
neccflary ; and thofe who fit in that Chair,
have {o far made it more Infallible, as to
determine what 1s molit advantageous to
themf{elves ; for they have thereby gain’d
Honour and Power, boundlels as their
Matters of Faith, and incredible as their

Myfteries.
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